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Citv officials briefed on restoration program for old disposal sites 
J 
The City of Jacksonville Environmental Protec- 

tion Board was briefed June 12 by NAS Jacksonville 
ollicials on base hazardous waste sites scheduled for 
study under the Navy’s Installation ReStOratiOn (lR) 
Program. During the meeting. the Navy’s IR Program 
was discussed including environmental concerns at 40 
former NAS Jax disposal Sites. 

IR is the Navywide program to locate, study and z 

clean up hazardous waste sites created from disposal $ 

practices of the past. 
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As part of the IR program, an NAS Jacksonville * 

Technical Review Committee (TRC) has been formed. 
The TRC is chaired by base commanding officer Capt. 
Norman W. Ray, and includes the public works officer 
Capt. Allan Johnson, the Naval Aviation Depot com- 
manding officer Capt. DC. Wynn. and base environ- 
mental engineers. Also included are representatives of 
lhe Environmental protection agency (EPA), the Florida 
Department of Environmental Regulation (FDER), BiO 
Environmental Services Division of Jacksonville, the St. 
Johns River Water Management District. and a citizen- 
at-large member recommended by Jacksonville Mayor 
Tommy Hatoun. The purpose of the TRC is to help 
analyze environmental problems being faced at NAS 
Jacksonville and to review solutions offered by contract 
personnel following extensive studies. The first meeting 
of the TAC was held on May 12. 

initial samples taken from the sites have been 
analyzed and the resu!ts forwarded to EPA to camply 
with federal laws that require the Navy to identify and 
evaluate disposal sites with potential environmental 
risk. As the process continues, more testing and analy- 
sis will be done. 

Hazardous waste sites at NAS Jacksonville do 
not present a danger to base personnel. Since all base 
wells are located in the artesian Floridian Aquifer which 
is separated from rhe surficial aquifer by a conftning 
layer known as the Hawthorn Formatron, it is virtually 
impossible for any contamination to enter the drinking 
water wells. In fact, water would flow upwards, if al- 
lowed, from the Floridian Aquifer to the land surface. 

Regardless of this fact, base drinkrng water is 
tested on a regular basis with results sent to the Florida 
Department of Environmental Regulation. The resultsof 
these tests have consistently shown the water is safe to 
drink. 

A public information repository containing cop- 
ies of all studies and documents relevant to these sites 
will be available in the Jacksonville Public Library as 
soon as a branch location is assigned. The location of 
the information repository will be publicized in tuture 
editions of the Jax Air News as well as the results of 
further studies and TRC activities. 
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Location of IRP sites. 
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